Declaration of validation of eligible expenditure by the national first level controller of the Central Baltic INTERREG IV A Programme 2007-2013


Declaration of the Validation of Eligible Expenditure 
1. Project Information:

	Name of the project:
	

	Acronym:
	

	Project Number
	

	Name of the LP/PP
	

	Function in the project (LP or PP)
	


2. Report Information:

	Report Status
	X
	Reporting period

	Progress Report/Payment Claim
	
	

	Interim Report/Payment Claim
	
	

	Final Report/Payment Claim
	
	


A) Based on our examination we verify:

1. For this report (PP/LP) the total eligible expenditure amounts to EUR: ………………
2. For this report the eligible proportionate ERDF share amounts to EUR: ………………   

3. The project’s activities have started and are implemented in accordance with the stipulations of the subsidy contract and approved application; 

4. The costs reported in this report refer to activities relevant for the project implementation and are paid out at the latest by the time the report has been submitted to the national FLC;

5. the reality of the expenditure by checking the accounting documents attesting the reality of the payments (
);

6. legality and regularity of the expenditure declared by the beneficiary participating in the operation (
);

7. the delivery of the products and services co-financed (
);

8. soundness of the expenditure declared (
);

9. The compliance of activities and expenditure with:

· The approved application form;

· The provisions of the Subsidy Contract;

· The contents of the Partnership agreements;

· The Community rules, the European Community Structural Funds regulatory framework, and in, in particular with Council regulation (EC) No 1083/2006, Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006, Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006;

· The national rules;

· The Programme Manual;

· The Programme Guidelines for first level controls;

· The Programme document

10. The beneficiary has undertaken all necessary precautions to avoid conflicts of interests with suppliers of goods and services. There is a conflict of interests where the impartial and objective exercise of the functions of any person is compromised for reasons involving family, emotional life, political or national affinity, economic interest or any other shared interest with another person (
);

11. Receipts and payments are accurately recorded in the project’s accounting system, expenditure in another currency other than the Euro was correctly converted, assets are properly recorded and amounts are correctly reflected in demands for payment;

12. The maintenance of an adequate and reliable accounting system and the maintenance of an audit trail at all levels (LP and PP) of the project;

13. The accuracy of the expenditure: the accuracy of the accounting documents attesting the expenditure and the payments;

14. Services, supplies and works have been procured on the basis of proper call for tenders in compliance with European, national, internal or other relevant rules, sound controls have been exerted over the opening of the tenders and all tenders have been fully evaluated before the final decision has been made on service provider, supplier or works contractor

15. The compliance with the following:

· Requirements for public procurement (Art. 2(5) of Council Regulation 1083/2006 and thus with Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31st March 2004);

· Requirements for state aid rules (Art. 54 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006);

· Requirements for publicity (Art. 9 and Annex I of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006);

· Requirements for sound financial management (Art.48(2) of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002);

· Requirements for equality between men and women and non-discrimination (Art. 16 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006);

· Requirements for sustainable development (Art. 17 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006);

· Requirements for avoiding double financing (Art. 54 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006);

· Requirements related to the generation of revenue (Art. 55 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006);

16. The following have been adequately provided by the project partner in relevant cases. (In case the referred document/item is not relevant or is not made available, please overline that point and provide the necessary relevant explanation in the Control Report):
· Bookkeeping lists/general ledger;

· Copies of original invoices and other equivalent probative accounting documents;
· Bank statements of actual payments of the above documents;

· Activities and outputs reported;

· Depreciation method used, and that this method complies with the national requirements;

· Information that VAT is recoverable/non recoverable;

· Calculation schemes for estimating the value of contributions in kind (unpaid voluntary labour, land or real estate, equipment or raw materials, research or professional work);

· The adequate documentation of the value of contributions in kind (unpaid voluntary labour, land or real estate, equipment or raw materials, research or professional work) and other partner personnel contributing to the project in-cash:

1. time sheets of the person(s) carrying out the unpaid voluntary labour

2. time sheets of the person(s)/personnel of the partner organisation contributing to the project in-cash (only part time)

3. calculation method and rationale (national) for the value of the unpaid voluntary labour, land or real estate, machine use, use of premises etc.

4. contracts between the organization and person who carries out the unpaid voluntary work or in cash contributions

5. in case of provision of land or real estate the impartial analysis of the value of the provision

· Calculation scheme for -office and rent costs (indirect costs);

· Time sheets for staff involved in the project part time (not needed for full time staff involved in the project);

· Salary slips for employed staff in the project;

· Employment contracts for staff involved in the project;

· Public procurement documents, contracts  and related material to verify the various purchasing processes;

· All sub-contracts that are involved with the project;

17. In case of investments in infrastructures: that the relevant administrative/technical authorizations required by applicable laws have been obtained;

18. In case of land and real estate purchase: that a certificate from an independent and qualified evaluator/ duly authorized official body has confirmed that the purchase price does not exceed the market value;

19. In case of environmental focused project: that the relevant administrative/technical authorizations required by applicable laws have been obtained;

20. Income (Please overline the non-relevant point and provide the necessary explanation in the Control Report)
· has not been generated;

· it has been generated and thus: it has been reported in the corresponding section of the Progress Report/Payment Claim and that it has been deducted from the total reported expenditure before calculating the payment request.

21. That the LP transferred the previously received ERDF shares fully and promptly to its PPs, without any retention of funding;

22. That the FLC has been carried out on 100 % of the accounting documents;

23. That the computational correctness of expenditure has been verified;

24. The costs have been correctly allocated under the budget lines, in compliance with the provisions of the Programme Manual;

25. In case irregular use of granted co-financing has been detected, it has been reported in the Control Report;

26. In case irregular use of granted co-financing has been detected a proportionate share of ERDF funding has been deducted;

27. The requirements on the national co-financing set in the Programme Manual have been met in accordance with the approved application and Subsidy Contract.

B) In addition I confirm that:

· I and the FLC organization are absolutely independent from the project;

· I hold the qualifications set by the Member State where the controlled beneficiary is located;

· I and the FLC organisation have been certified by the Finnish Ministry of Employment and the Economy (Finland only)

· The performed control complies with all relevant national and international auditing standards;

· The checklist related to this validation is available of request by relevant authorities;

· The MA/JTS and CA is entitled to request additional information whenever needed;

· The MA/JTS and CA is entitled to make sample checks if deemed necessary after receiving the DVEE

	This document cannot be modified in any of its content. It must be filled in, signed and attached to the progress report it refers to. In case of non compliance of this document, the payment procedure will NOT be initiated.


The Controller:

Name:

Function:

Organisation:

Address:

E-mail:

Telephone:

Fax:

Place, 






Date, 


   

Official stamp
________________

Name, 


 



Signature of the Controller, 









� Art.16 of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006


� Art.16 of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006


� Art.16 of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006


� Art.48 (2) of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002


� General Conditions applicable to European Community-financed grant contracts for external actions, ANNEX II, Article 4 - Conflict of interests





� If according to internal procedures, a stamp is not used, please state it.
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